
“What Should Our Life Group Do 

During the Summer?” 

 

 

As your group approaches the summer months it will be helpful to have a plan for 
connecting.  You’ve worked hard to get to know each other!  You’ve gotten to a 
point where you are beginning to form some great relationships that really will 
help you grow spiritually…as long as you stay connected!  
The summer is always a challenging time for Life Groups.  With vacations and 
time away, camps for the kids, swimming parties and barbeques on the 
weekends, family reunions, and so many other great things to do, it is sometimes 
hard to fit your Life Group into the calendar!  In fact, is it even possible?  The 
answer is usually, “YES, AS LONG AS YOU PLAN AHEAD!”  
 
So the question is, how can you keep your group growing together over the 
summer?  The key: don’t pound through a weekly study, but shift gears and 
maintain the relationships. Here are some tips for you and your group: 
 
Top 10 Ideas for a Great Summer 
 
1. Make your plans now, before you get into the heat of the summer. 

a. Pull out a calendar and compare vacation plans; you may find several 
good meeting dates right in front of you! 

b. Don’t be afraid to meet on a different night if it helps you get more of the 
group there for the meeting. 

c. Realize going into the planning session that you may not all be able to be 
at every meeting.  And it’s ok to meet with just part of the group as long as 
you can include everyone over the course of the summer months. 

 
2. Consider scaling back on your meetings.  You could get together twice each 

month, once for sharing and prayer and once for some type of social event. 
Have fun together! 

 
3. Get together with some other friends and their Life Groups for a picnic.  This 

can be a great time to get to know a few more people at Northside; it is also 
a great opportunity to invite neighbors and friends (think “Matthew Party,” 
Luke 5:27-32)! 

 



4. Plan a block party and ask your group to help you plan it and put it on! Check 
out http://ncclifegroups.com/leader-toolbox/ for a Neighborhood Block Party 
Kit. 

 

5. Plan a family movie night at the theater, or have the movie night at home. 
Pop popcorn and serve Coke/Pepsi and movie candy! 

 
6. Have a game night.  Playing Pictionary, Scattergories, Crainium or _____ 

can be a great way to get to know your group.  Or try playing Bunko or 
Mexican Train Dominoes (I recently learned how to play this; it’s fun!).  
Whatever pulls you together and can include the kids is a great way to 
connect your group. 

 

7. Do your group members know of anyone that could use a little help? Finding 
a need and filling it is not only a great way to share the love of Jesus in a 
tangible way, but it will bond group members together even more closely 
than “fellowship” gatherings! 

 
8. Serve together at Northside. There are plenty of opportunities on weekends 

in Guest Services, Children’s Ministry, and Youth Ministry. Maybe your group 
can help at our Vacation Bible School. You can find out about these and 
other opportunities by calling 559.323.9675. 

 
9. Sit together at weekend services. Even if you normally don’t attend the same 

service, consider linking arms for the summer; then, go out for lunch or 
coffee and desert after the service! 

 
10. Have a monthly party and invite your friends to join your group for dinner and 

a fun activity. 

http://ncclifegroups.com/leader-toolbox/

