
 

Metaphor, Part 1 
“Be the Branch” 

January 11-12, 2020 
 

 
Opening Questions (what is God doing in your life?) 

 
 How are you seeing God at work in you and around you? (Good focus for 

prayers of praise and thanksgiving) 
 
 What is a challenge you’re facing? How can our group help? (Guides your group 

members into caring community) 
 
 What Bible verse or passage has the Lord been using to speak to you this past 

week? (Points group members to regular devotional time) 
 
 How might the Lord be using your circumstances and relationships to grow your 

faith? (Invites the Lord to use our entire lives for His purposes) 
 
Discovery Questions (hear and put into practice, Matthew 7:24) 

 

 What are the marks of a true friendship? What do you do to maintain healthy 
friendships? 

 
 Read John 15:1-17. 

 
 Jesus appointed his followers to go and bear fruit that will last (v. 16). To what 

lasting fruit does Jesus refer? (See John 4:36; Galatians 5:22-23; Philippians 
1:11; Colossians 1:10) 
 

 The only way we can bear fruit is to remain, or abide in Jesus (v. 5). How can we 
remain, or abide, in Christ? What challenges us in this area? 
 

 One of the ways we remain in Christ’s love is to obey his commands.  What 
command does Jesus mention in vv. 12-13 & 17? Why do you think He mentions 
this one command? Where does our power to obey come from? 
 

 What false “vines” have you tried to connect to? How have you tried to be the 
“vine” for others? Why? 
 

 Respond to the Lord in prayer (praise, thanksgiving, confession, commitment) 
 



 For next week: Prepare to share (voluntarily) what the Lord is saying to you 
through Bible reading and circumstances. We want to support each other in our 
unique yet common journeys with the Lord! 
 

Note: Ongoing Rhythms for Life Groups (Daily Devotion, Bible Study Tools, and 
10-week calendar) can be found on the Life Groups website at 
https://lifegroups.mycrosscity.com/resources/. 

https://lifegroups.mycrosscity.com/resources/

