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Opening Questions (what is God doing in your life?) 

 How are you seeing God at work in you and around you? (Good focus for 
prayers of praise and thanksgiving) 

 What is a challenge you’re facing? How can our group help? (Guides your group 
members into caring community) 

 What Bible verse or passage has the Lord been using to speak to you this past 
week? (Points group members to regular devotional time) 

 How might the Lord be using your circumstances and relationships to grow your 
faith? (Invites the Lord to use our entire lives for His purposes) 

 
Discovery Questions (hear and put into practice, Matthew 7:24) 

 When you see someone wearing a cross as jewelry, what are your first thoughts? 
 Read John 19:16-24. Pastor Dave mentioned that the Roman soldiers were 

indifferent to the cross because of their familiarity with crucifixions. What are you 
so familiar with that you are in danger of creeping indifference: the cross as a 
symbol? The crucifixion story? Communion? Other? 

 Read Hebrews 3:12 -15. Have you ever gone through a season of life when your 
hard was hard, or at least indifferent? Did you have someone who warned you 
about the dangers of a hard heart? What softened your heart? 

 Pastor Dave suggested prejudice as another reason for the soldier’s indifference. 
Have you had negative experiences with churches or Christians that became a 
barrier to growing faith? Have you ever been put off by those you see as 
hypocrites? 

 Read Hebrews 12:1-2. How can this help you overcome those barriers? 
 The soldiers were also indifferent because of their focus on material things; in 

this case, the garments of Jesus. They were looking down, not up. What kinds of 
things distract us, and keep us from looking up: TV, social media, work, 
recreation, material gain, investments, etc.? 

 How can we help each other keep our focus on what is of FIRST importance (1 
Cor. 15:3-4), and what is unseen and eternal (2 Cor. 4:18)? 

 We sang at the invitation, “Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe.” How do you desire 
to respond to this reality? 

 Respond to the Lord in prayer (praise, thanksgiving, confession, commitment) 
 For next week: Prepare to share (voluntarily) what the Lord is saying to you 

through Bible reading and circumstances. We want to support each other in our 
unique yet common journeys with the Lord! 

 
(OVER) 



 
Note: Ongoing Rhythms for Life Groups (Daily Devotion, Bible Study Tools, and 
10-week calendar) can be found on the Life Groups website at 
https://lifegroups.mycrosscity.com/resources/. 
 
At the beginning of each sermon series we will include this information; see below. 
 
Daily Devotion (Bible reading, Prayer, Journaling): Encourage group members to 
engage with the Bible 4 or more times each week. Recent studies have shown that this 
is the most important factor in ongoing transformation. Options: 

 Crawl: Verse of the day from YouVersion or BibleGateway Bible Apps. 
 Walk: Short reading plans from YouVersion Bible App. 
 Jog: Bible reading plans available in Worship Center lobby, at your own pace. 
 Run: Life Journal (includes reading plan, daily pages, table of contents to track 

entries, prayer list). Available at http://www.lifejournal.cc/.  
 
Bible Study Tools: In addition to a good study Bible (examples: NIV Study Bible, 
NLT Study Bible, Life Application Study Bible in NIV or NLT), here are some free online 
resources to help you better understand the Bible: 

 https://www.biblegateway.com (phone app also). Many translations can be 
viewed in side-by-side columns; includes word searches, commentaries, and 
Bible dictionaries. 

 https://www.blueletterbible.org/ (phone app also). Searches, translation 
comparisons, commentaries, Bible dictionaries, and an interlinear Bible (shows 
Hebrew or Greek alongside English, allows you to study the meaning of the 
original words). 

 Yes, you can “Google” your questions, but there is a mix of good and bad 
online. Look for results from the above sights plus https://www.gotquestions.org/, 
https://biblehub.com/, https://www.biblestudytools.com/, https://billygraham.org/, 
https://www.desiringgod.org/,   https://www.studylight.org/, and https://bible.org/. 
If you’re not sure about what you’re reading, ask one of our pastors or a Christian 
friend you trust. Many advisors bring success (Proverbs 15:22, NLT)! 

 
CALENDAR (3 terms per year: Fall, Winter, Spring) 
Week 1:  Discussion Guide 
Week 2:  Discussion Guide 
Week 3:  Prayer Experience (go to https://lifegroups.mycrosscity.com/resources/ for  

Prayer Experience Booklets: Fall, Winter, Spring) 
Week 4:  Discussion Guide 
Week 5:  Strongholds discussion/prayer (go to 

https://lifegroups.mycrosscity.com/resources/ for guide) 
 
(OVER) 
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Week 6:  Serve Experience: (go to https://lifegroups.mycrosscity.com/resources/ for  
Serve Experience options) 

Week 7: Discussion Guide 
Week 8: Discussion Guide 
Week 9: Discussion Guide 
Week 10:  Celebration: share the biggest thing God has done in your life over these 

10 weeks, affirm and pray a blessing over each other, share communion. 
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