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Opening Questions (what is God doing in your life?) 
 How are you seeing God at work in you and around you? (Good focus for 

prayers of praise and thanksgiving) 
 What is a challenge you’re facing? How can our group help? (Guides your group 

members into caring community) 
 What Bible verse or passage has the Lord been using to speak to you this past 

week? (Points group members to regular devotional time) 
 How might the Lord be using your circumstances and relationships to grow your 

faith? (Invites the Lord to use our entire lives for His purposes) 
 
Discovery Questions (hear and put into practice, Matthew 7:24) 

 When you were a child, did you try to stay close to your parents in an unfamiliar 
place, or did you tend to wander away and get lost?   

 Read John 15:9-17. What does Jesus mean when he says, “Remain in my love,” 
in verse 9?  How can you do this? 

 Pastor Dudley said that if you remember Jesus loves you (i.e. remain in his love) 
you don’t have to worry about anything else.  How do you think Jesus’ love can 
reduce anxiety? 

 To remain (abide) implies a permanent connection.  The word “remain” (or abide) 
is repeated 11 times in verses 15:4-16.  Read this section and point out each 
occurrence of the word and what permanent connection it describes. 

 This is one of Jesus’ last statements to his followers.  How would you summarize 
the one most important thing Jesus wanted them to remember from verses 9-17? 

 Pastor Rick Warren suggests that showing love to people is more important than 
what we say, know, believe, or give.  How does 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 back up this 
statement? (Also see Galatians 5:6) 

 Pastor Dudley illustrated how we sometimes mistreat non-believers around us by 
having us hiss and boo at the mention of tax collectors and sinners.  What are 
some subtle ways we may reflect those attitudes to those around us?  

 How does Jesus describe what our relationship with him should look like in 
verses 12-15.  How would that have been surprising to his followers?  How is it 
surprising to you? 

 What are the benefits of friendship with Jesus in verses 14-16?  How can you be 
a better friend to Jesus this week?  A better friend to someone else? 

Note: Ongoing Rhythms for Life Groups (Daily Devotion, Bible Study Tools, and 
10-week calendar) can be found on the Life Groups website at 
https://lifegroups.mycrosscity.com/resources/. 
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